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Education. Children are compelled by law
to attend the free public schools, which are
under the direction of a minister of education.
The University of Saskatchewan at Saska-
toon is at the head of the school system; nor-
mal schools at Regina and Saskatoon are also
maintained by the provincial government.
The school district is the unit for public
education, and the affairs of each district are
managed by a local board. There are several
colleges in the province under denominational
control.

Government. The chief executive officer
is the lieutenant-governor, who is appointed
by the Governor-General of the Dominion.
An executive council, or cabinet, of eight
members, at the head of which is the premier,
assists the lieutenant-governor, whose term of
office is five years. The legislative power is
vested in an assembly of sixty-two members.
Saskatchewan sends twenty-one members to
the Dominion House of Commons. There is a
provincial judiciary composed of a supreme
court and district courts. Women enjoy
municipal and provincial suffrage.

History. Saskatchewan was organized in
1905 from various districts included in the
old North West Territories. Its history as
an organized province has been mainly one
of peaceful development and prosperity, and
it was a loyal supporter of the mother coun-
try throughout the World War.

Related   Articles.    Consult   the   following-
titles for additional information:
Assinlboine   (river)      North West Territories
Athabaska Lake          Prince Albert
Battleford                    Red River Rebellion
Canada (history)          Riel, Louis
Churchill  River           Saskatchewan   Rebel-
Hudson's Bay                 lion

Company                  Saskatchewan River

Moose Jaw                   Saskatoon

SASKATCHEWAN" REBELLION, an up-
rising of the half-breeds in the Canadian
Northwest in 1885, under the leadership of
Louis Riel (see KIEL, Louis). For the causes
leading to this outbreak, see RED RIVER RE-
BELLION. After the Red River Rebellion the
Metis, or half-breeds, were pacified by being
given 248 acres of land each, but as settlers
poured into Manitoba, a large number of the
Metis moved into Saskatchewan, where they
were again disturbed by settlers, and espe-
cially by the building of the Canadian
Pacific Railway. They found that the herds
of buffalo, upon which they depended for
their meat, would be exterminated, and
feared that they would lose their lands, since
they had no titles to them, In 1884 they

sent for Riel, who since the Red River Re-
bellion had been living in the United States,
to return and help them maintain their rights.
In March, 1885, a provisional government
was organized at Saint Laurent, and Riel
was chosen president.
Probably the difficulty would have been
adjusted without resort to arms had not an
encounter taken place at Duck Lake, be-
tween some of the Mounted Police and the
half-breeds. This was followed by an up-
rising of the Cree Indians who attacked the
settlement at Prog Lake, killed the men and
carried away the women and children. The
Canadian government at once sent forces
under G-eneral Middleton to quell the dis-
turbance. The insurgents were defeated at
all points. The Cree chiefs surrendered;
Riel was taken prisoner, tried and hanged for
treason. Since then there has been no trouble.
SASKATCHEWAN RIVER, a river of
Canada, which with the Nelson forms the
greatest river system entering Hudson Bay,
and one of the four great river systems east
of the continental divide. The Saskatche-
wan is formed by two branches often known
as the North Saskatchewan and the South
Saskatchewan. The north branch rises in the
Rocky Mountains, in the west part of Al-
berta, and the south branch, which is often
known in the upper part of its course as
the Bow River, rises in the vicinity of Devil's
Lake, in western Alberta. After winding
courses of 800 to 900 miles, these streams
unite in the province of Saskatchewan, and
the united stream flows eastward into Lake
Winnipeg. From this lake it is generally
known as the Nelson (see NELSON RIVER).
The length of the united Saskatchewan is
about 300 miles, making the entire length
from the source of the Bow to the mouth
1200 miles. The area of the drainage basin
of the Saskatchewan-Nelson system is 370,-
800 square miles, or about one-tenth the area
of the Dominion of Canada. Below Cedar
Lake, through which the river flows, naviga-
tion is interrupted by rapids, but west of the
lake it is navigable for steamers to the junc-
tion of the two branches, and smaller boats
ascend the stream as far as Edmonton 500
miles farther.
SASKATOON', SASK., the sixteenth city
in Canada in size, is located on the Saskatch-
ewan River, and on the Canadian Pacific
and the Canadian National railways, 466
miles west of Winnipeg and 335 miles east